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graduating with a Master of Music degree from the University of Canterbury.  She

completed further studies in the USA, gaining a Master of Arts from the Eastman School

of Music in Rochester, New York, and a doctorate from the University of Southern

California in Los Angeles, where she was also a lecturer.  Her teachers have included

Stephen Hartke, Erica Muhl, James Hopkins and Morten Lauridsen in Los Angeles, and

Joseph Schwantner and Samuel Adler in New York.

Maria Grenfell’s work takes much of its influence from poetic, literary and visual sources

and from non-Western music and literature.  Her works are performed by musicians such

as the Australia Ensemble, The Seymour Group, the Vienna Piano Trio, the New Zealand

Trio, the Esperance Trio, Stellar Collective, and Antipoduo in the Netherlands.
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Orchestra, Wellington Sinfonia and the Christchurch Symphony.   Maria Grenfell’s music
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and is released on Kiwi-Pacific and Trust CDs.  Her works are available from the

Australian Music Centre, SOUNZ New Zealand Music Centre, Opus House Press and

Reed Music.
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the Halsey Stevens Prize from the University of Southern California, the Composers’
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